Kris Yenney 
Director of the Preparatory Orchestra & Superstrings 

Kris Yenney ~ cellist, conductor, composer, and educator ~ holds a M.M. from the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. Postgraduate studies have been conducted at such institutions as the Julliard School, the Tanglewood Institute, the Banff Centre for the Arts, the Chisti Sabri School of Classical Indian Music (Marin, CA and Jaipur, India) and Sabhal Mor Gaelic College on the Isle of Skye. The first woman to win the National John W Work III Composers’ Competition, Ms Yenney was also honored by inclusion in “ Who is Who in American Colleges and Universities (1984).” Recently, she was similarly honored by “Who’s Who among Americas Teachers” for her work in Music Education. 

Kris is and has been involved in PACO since joining the orchestra in 1967. Founder William Whitson invited her to conduct the SuperStrings in the late 90s, and she subsequently also took on the Preparatory ensemble. Kris also coordinates and conducts the annual PACO Bach Celebration. 

A sought-after chamber music coach and private instructor, Kris also maintains a full studio of cello students. She is an active freelance performer throughout the Bay Area and can be heard sitting in with various ensembles, including the San Francisco and San Jose Chamber Orchestras, San Jose and West Bay Opera Orchestras, Schola Cantorum and TheatreWorks. As cellist in the New England String Quartet - resident Artists at the U Mass Boston and the “Five Colleges” - Ms Yenney traveled and performed, competed and coached extensively - in France, Jamaica, New York (Carnegie Hall), throughout New England, including at the Tanglewood, Meadowmount and Yale/Norfolk Summer Festivals and in Northern California. NESQ highlights also included presenting a private quintet performance with Yo-Yo Ma and a series of collaborations with New York Jazz pianist and composer, Fred Hersch. 

Kris's whimsical line drawings of musicians are featured on the PACO organizations’ promotional materials and programs and have appeared in numerous music magazines, web sites and cd jackets. A number of originals hang in private collections.

