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Benjamin Simon, a native of San Francisco, has performed around the world as a violist with the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Music from Marlboro, and the Naumberg Award-winning New World String Quartet. He has served as principal violist with the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, the New Century Chamber Orchestra, and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra.  Ben studied viola with Raphael Hillyer at Yale College and was a graduate student of Lillian Fuchs at the Juilliard School.  Ben has studied and performed chamber music with members of the Budapest, Guarneri, Amadeus, Galimir, and Juilliard String Quartets.  He has recorded for MCA Classics, Vox, Musical Heritage Society, Centaur, CRI, and Laurel Records, and was awarded Grand Prix du Disque in 1991 with the New World String Quartet. 
His first conducting teacher was Denis DeCouteau; later mentors include  Otto Werner Mueller at the Yale School of Music and Denis Russell Davies at the Aspen Music Festival.  Ben has conducted orchestras and contemporary ensembles in the United States and Europe, as well as music for the theater and a major motion picture soundtrack.  Ben has taught at Harvard University and joined the faculty of Stanford University in 1992 as a member of the Stanford String Quartet.  Ben is currently in his sixth year as Music Director of the Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra.  He has been on the chamber music faculty at UC Berkeley since 1998, and is the Music Director of the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra and the San Francisco Conservatory of Music Prep Chamber Orchestra. He still performs frequently on the viola - mostly chamber music - and lives in Oakland with his wife, teenage son, and two dogs.

