Matthew Cmiel (1989 -   ) – Leaving Home  (2006)

“Since we were born” is the name of a recent concert performed by Matthew Cmiel’s band, Formerly Known as Classical.  Matthew is 17.  To him, anything written before 1989 is old music!  Already he has won the ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composers award, and was the first place winner in the Young Composers Competition put on by the National Federation Music Clubs.  Now a student in the preparatory division at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, he plays guitar and double bass.

Matthew’s composition for PACO, entitled Leaving Home, may speak to our graduating seniors, including my daughter Laura.  Matthew is describing his own emotions about leaving home and going to college, but the work was inspired by three paintings by an Italian futurist painter, Umberto Boccioni (1882-1916).  Boccioni was killed falling off a horse while training for the Great War.   The painting, States of Mind, is a triptych, now in the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  The three paintings, whose titles are reflected in the names of the movements, are: The Farewell, Those Who Go, and Those Who are Left Behind.

Matthew himself writes: 

The series depicts the intense emotional atmosphere surrounding the departure of young people for war.

The Farewell is foggy, muddled, and overflowing with confusion.  Those Who Go is horizontal, tense, and filled with anxiety. Those Who Are Left Behind is vertical, plodding, and brimming with darkness.
 
War is the true architect of these emotions…

This work is dedicated to all who have lost their lives in war.

 
