Kris Yenney – BIO

Kris Yenney ~ cellist, conductor, composer, and educator ~ holds a Master of Music degree in performance from the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. Postgraduate studies have been conducted at such institutions as the Juilliard School, the Tanglewood Institute, the Banff  Centre for the Arts, the Chisti Sabri School of Classical Indian Music (Marin, CA and Jaipur, India) and Sabhal Mor Gaelic College on the Isle of Skye.

She has been involved in PACO since joining the orchestra in 1967.  Mr Whitson invited her to conduct the SuperStrings in 1999, and in 2002 she also took on the Preparatory ensemble.  Kris also conducts for the annual PACO Bach Celebration - often involving other PACO alumnae.

A sought-after chamber music coach and private instructor, Kris also maintains a full studio of devoted cello students.  She is an active freelance performer throughout the San Francisco Bay Area and can be heard sitting in with various ensembles, including the San Francisco and San Jose Chamber Orchestras, San Jose and West Bay Opera Orchestras, Schola Cantorum and TheatreWorks. 
With her Celtic and Early Music ensemble, Broceliande, she plays several stringed instruments (cello, viol, kamanche, fiddle . . ), bodhran, whistle and sings. The quartet have been heard Live as guests on several radio shows - “Folk Music and Beyond” with Joanne Mar, KALW; “Music of the World” with Stephen Kent, KPFA; “West Coast Live” with Sedge Thompson, KALW; on KKUP, KBOO ... Broceliande tours throughout California and the Pacific North West. They have recorded several cds on the flowinglass label (www.broceliande.org).

Kris periodically ventures into more esoteric sonic realms, collaborating with leading Sound Healers, such as shamanic chantress, Lisa Rafel; Northern Indian Raga master and "Father of Minimalism," Terry Riley; Didjeridu virtuoso, Stephen Kent; Fabien Maman, Joshua Leeds to name a few. She has backed up numerous artists in concert and on recordings - from Carol McComb, Kristina Olsen and other contemporary song-writers to jazz great Fred Hersch, Janis Siegel of Manhattan Transfer to Stanley Jordan, Smokey Robinson, Rod Stewart and Lyle Lovett. A recording of her cello playing has even been beamed up to Mars  as part of NASA’s Range Rover (“To Touch the Stars”) project.

During her tenure as  cellist in the New England String Quartet - resident Artists at the U Mass Boston and the “Five Colleges” - Ms Yenney traveled and performed extensively - in France, Jamaica, New York (Carnegie Hall), throughout New England, including at the Tanglewood, Meadowmount and Yale/Norfolk Summer Festivals and in Northern California. NESQ highlights also included presenting a private quintet performance with Yo-Yo Ma and a series of collaborations with New York Jazz pianist and composer, Fred Hersch. 

The first woman to win the National John W Work III Composers’ Competition, Ms Yenney was also honored by inclusion in “Who is Who in American Colleges and Universities (1984).” Recently, she was similarly honored by “Who’s Who among Americas Teachers” for her work in Music Education. Her whimsical line drawings of musicians are featured on Arts organizations’ promotional materials and programs and have appeared in numerous music magazines, web sites and cd jackets.  And a number of originals hang in private collections.
